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Project Overview
The 8th Grade Project will consist of the following components:
      A formal research paper effectively addressing the selected topic; 

      A problem-based project related to the selected topic. Based on your research, your Project Team will identify a challenge/problem related to your topic, devise and implement a solution or mitigation, and assess the impact of your actions;
      A documentary video recording and explaining your Project Team’s process.
Formal Research Paper 

Your Project Team will research the selected topic, including any applicable or essential subtopics, and report on this research in an informative/explanatory essay.  You are encouraged to collaboratively divide your research and writing into subtopics to leverage the collective genius of your Project Team, but it is imperative that all Project Team members comprehend the entire topic in order to effectively participate in the problem-based project. Each student must complete and submit his own research paper. All of the topics have aspects that can be linked to the major content areas in your curriculum; you should strive to see these relationships and address them in your writing. Seek God in all things. 
This writing assignment allows you to produce a sophisticated written essay that meets St. John’s Jesuit 8th grade standards. Through completing the paper, you will demonstrate understanding of basic principles of formal academic writing, including voice, formatting, organization, citation of sources, etc. You should consider the enclosed rubric and the following common core (ELAW.8.2) guidance when preparing your drafts:
Introduce the topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories, then focus on specific points; 
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples;
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic; 

Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts;
Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

Problem-Based Project
After your research, you will have a broader understanding the overall topic and a deeper comprehension of some specific subtopics. This new knowledge is the foundation for the execution of second part of the project; now that you know, you are better prepared to do. 

You were asked to explore these topics because they have aspects that represent challenges or problems that face our society today; you are preparing to assume an expanding role in that society. As a “man for others,” you will have the opportunity to serve God and others by seeking solutions rather than being overwhelmed by the challenges and problems. This project will help prepare you for this awesome future as a disciple of Christ. 

To successfully complete the second component of the 8th Grade Project, your Project Team, armed with its newly acquired knowledge, will do the following:

     Identify a specific challenge or problem;

     Determine or devise a solution or mitigation; 

     Implement your solution or mitigation;

     Evaluate your impact and effectiveness

This problem-based project should stretch you far beyond the usual subjects or skills learned in 8th grade. The knowledge, skills, and abilities you acquired in the classroom—or on the field/mat/court or in the Chapel—should be put into action in our community. Your project should be a challenge to complete, you should strive to produce something that does not already exist or dramatically improve something that does, and it should require the best effort of the entire Project Team.  
The impact of your efforts should be measurable. Not everything we do is a spectacular success, but there can be successful steps in everything we do, and there are valuable lessons along every path. It is imperative that we evaluate, assess, and reflect; metrics of success or measures of merit are essential to this process. Try to decide what you are measuring and how you will measure it before bringing a yardstick to weigh a pound of progress.

In many ways, the 8th Grade Project is the capstone event on your time at St John’s Jesuit Academy; you have been preparing for this project since you became a Titan. Seize this opportunity to show your stuff!  Challenge yourself and each other. Do not take short cuts or go out of your way to make this easy; you have time to take the long way around and benefit from the challenge the project is intended to be. Unless the nature of your topic and its problem demands it, you will not be permitted to implement your solution on the SJJ campus or rely too heavily on in-house interviews. Your mentor will help you comply with these concepts, and your grade will reflect your degree compliance.       

Documentary Video
A documentary attempts to provide and accurate picture of reality to an audience that was unable to experience the events in real time. This video is your opportunity to show off your months of hard work and explain your learning experience. Your Project Team will create a five to seven minute video documenting the process. This documentary will overview the project (from research through execution to conclusion), show specifically how you addressed your problem, and summarize the evaluation of the impact you made. 
Your fellow students, faculty, and even your parents will not have benefited from the knowledge and experience you gained during your project. You will become the subject matter expert; your documentary will be your method of extending the learning beyond your Project Team. Although it is impossible for a documentary to replicate the process and experience exactly, the creation of this video record will allow you to share the most critical events, from significant setbacks to life-altering breakthroughs that marked the passage of essential milestones during the completion of your project. 

The video may be the only record of your hard work that some people ever see; make it count. Engage the audience; entertain people; educate your fellow learners. Be prepared to document the entire process, and it started today!

Project Team Formation and Assignments

You will complete this project as a member of a four man Project Team. In addition to providing you an opportunity to hone skills and demonstrate mastery of material acquired in core curriculum (Theology, Social Studies, and Language Arts), the team-based execution of this project will require you to leverage other 21st century skills such as leadership, followership, teamwork, collaboration, and cooperation. 

Furthermore, the duration and student-centered nature of the project will demand that members of your Project Team are prepared to exercise self-direction, initiative, self-discipline, perseverance, and planning. Although your individual effort will be as important as it always is here at SJJA, your ability to form and function as an effective team will be absolutely critical to your success.

Project Team assignments were made based on your requests and faculty recommendations. You were cautioned against forming teams based solely friendship and encouraged to consider educational goals, individual strengths, and compatibility. Changes will not be made to any Project Teams. It is the Project Teams’ responsibility to work as a team and to treat each individual with dignity and respect. Each Project Team member will receive their own grade. Each Project Team member will be responsible to participate and put forth maximum effort.  A self-evaluation and Project Team evaluation will be submitted by each participant. These evaluations will be considered before the grade is assigned. 
Topic Selection

Each Project Team will have an opportunity to choose a topic based on a lottery drawing. Once a topic has been selected, another Project Team may not choose that topic.

The topics for this year were identified through a process that considered lessons learned from previous years, input from current faculty and Project Mentors, and suggestions/recommendations from the 8th grade class. The complete list of topics available at the beginning of lottery selection follows:


All of these topics provide an outstanding opportunity to conduct significant research, to increase your depth and breadth of knowledge of a relevant and timely issue, and to seek God and His will in all things. 

There are no bad topics. Don’t fall in love with one because you already know a little something about it, and don’t shy away from one because it seems too hard. By the end of this project, you (and your Project Team mates) will be the subject matter experts; your classmates will appreciate the light you can shine to increase their understanding of your selected topic. Don’t let them down!

Timeline for Completion: key dates
A significant challenge of a long term project is managing your time in order to meet a deadline that starts out being months away ends up being tomorrow. The timeline below identifies key dates; it is just a start. Your Project Team will eventually develop a Plan of Action and Milestones (POA&M) specific to your project; your POA&M will help you stay organized, identify essential tasks/steps to be accomplished in your project process, and ensure all assignments are submitted on time.  
Once your topic has been selected, your Project Mentor will be identified. Your Mentor will  contact you via email to set up your first meeting. Your Mentor will be available to meet with you throughout your Project, but after this first appointment, you are responsible for scheduling all subsequent meetings. Your Mentor is there to answer questions and provide appropriate guidance; it is not the Mentor’s responsibility to ensure that you are meeting due dates or completing essential tasks/steps. Your Mentor will not manage or direct your Team’s effort.  This is your project, and your grade. Take the initiative; seize the opportunity; learn! 

	Event/action item
	Date
	Details

	Project Team assignments
	15-19 December 2014
	Student make requests; Admin and faculty make assignments.

	Introduce Project to students
	Wednesday, 07 January 2015
	McQuade Theater. 

	Project Teams select topics 
	Wednesday, 07 January 2015
	McQuade Theater

	Introduce project to parents
	Tuesday, 13 January 2015
	McQuade Theater

	Meet with Project Manager
	Dates to be determined(TBD)
	Location and agenda TBD

	Meet with Project Mentor
	Dates to be determined(TBD)
	Location and agenda TBD

	Submit Essay Rough Draft
	Tuesday, 10 March 2015
	Prepare three copies; submit one to Project Manager, Mentor, and English/Language Arts teacher. 

	Submit Essay Final Draft
	Tuesday, 24 March 2015
	Submit final draft to English/ Language Arts teacher.

	Submit Documentary  
	Thursday, 02 April 2015
	Documentary should be submitted to both Project Manager and Mentor via email as a digital file.

	Documentary Presentations
	Monday, 20 April 2015
Tuesday, 21 April 2015
Wednesday, 22 April 2015
	McQuade Theater. Presentations should be limited to 15 minutes and include the 5-7 minute documentary video. 


Note: This is a bare bones timeline; specific dates should be identified by Project Teams.
Research Paper Overview
The writing assignment provides you the opportunity to produce a well-researched, effectively written, informative/explanatory essay that meets formal academic standards. This essay should be a minimum of 725 words—that will produce a three page paper using the Times New Roman font at 12 pitch—and comply with MLA style and format. A works cited page is mandatory.  Every time you use somebody else’s ideas or words, you must acknowledge the source of the information; use MLA format to do this.
This research paper is an essential high school prep assignment. Your ability to master this kind of work is a clear indication of your readiness for High School. It is vital that all students display a high standard of academic integrity and ensure that follow the SJJ Academic Integrity Policy. 
Included here, is some formatting assistance, as well as the rubric for your final draft.  

i-Pad Pages Set-Up

Tap “Wrench” icon, select “Document Setup”

Set all margins (left, right, top, bottom) to 1” (one inch)

Tap “Tap to edit header”

Tap right-hand area of header to right-align cursor

Tap “#” symbol once and select top option (will insert a “1”)

Tap just to the left of inserted number to move cursor to the left side of number

Type your last name and hit the spacebar once (should look like “Name 1”)

Tap and hold to highlight text

Tap “Circle-I” icon, select “Style” tab

Set size to “12 pt.” and font to “Times New Roman”

Tap “Done” to return to main page

Tap middle of screen to bring up keyboard

If font not set to Times New Roman, tap font tool and set to “Times New Roman”

If font size not set to 12, tap font size tool and set to “12”

If not aligned left, tap alignment tool and set to “Align Left”

Tap “Circle-I” icon, select “Layout” tab

Set line spacing to “2”

Type first and last name, hit return once

Type “SJJ Academy,” hit return once

Type “8th Grade Project,” hit return once

Type due date (day month year), hit return once

Tap alignment tool and set to “Center”

Type title (do not use bold, italics, or underline; do not change font or font size), hit return once

Tap alignment tool and set to “Align Left”

Tap and hold, select arrow on right side of pop-up menu

Tap “Insert” and select “Tab” (should indent ½ inch)

Begin typing essay
Insert one or two spaces after periods (must use the same number of spaces throughout the essay)

To begin a new paragraph, hit return once after last period of previous paragraph

Tap spacing tool and select “Tab”

Begin typing new paragraph

Do not type “The End” or insert any other extra material at end of essay unless instructed

Microsoft Word Set-Up

COMPLETE #’s 1, 2, AND 3 BEFORE YOU BEGIN TYPING YOUR ESSAY

1:
Page Layout Tab > Page Setup > “Margins” select “Normal” Top—1”, Left—1”, Right—1”, Bottom—1”, Click OK
2a:
Page Layout Tab > Paragraph > “Indents and Spacing” Tab




Under “Spacing,” make sure “Before” and “After” are both set to “0 pt.”




Change “Line Spacing” drop-down box to “Double”




UNCHECK box labeled “Don’t add space…”

2b:
Page Layout Tab > Paragraph > “Line and Page Breaks” Tab




UNCHECK ALL BOXES, Click OK

3:
Home Tab: Set FONT to “Times New Roman,” size 12
4:
Insert > Header > Blank




PEFORM STEP 3 AGAIN




Align text to RIGHT margin




Type your LAST NAME and HIT THE SPACEBAR ONCE AFTER IT




Insert > Page Number > Current Position > Plain Number

5:
To type Header for Page 1: Double-click below header to type in essay body

a) Your Name

b) SJJ Academy

c) 8th Grade Project/ Project Mentor’s name
d) Due Date (Day Month Year)

6:
Center Title; Do NOT bold, underline, or italicize

7:
Align BODY text to LEFT margin




Use “Tab” key to indent paragraphs—Do NOT use spacebar to indent!




Insert one OR two spaces before beginning new sentences

8th Grade Project Research Paper

Grading Rubric: Final Draft

I. Organization

1. Are the  introduction and conclusion of the paper 

effectively written-do they engage the reader’s

attention and provide satisfying closure?

2
4
6
8
10


2. Does the research paper have an explicit or

 implicitly “controlling idea” – a well-shaped, 

well-defined thesis that provides coherence, 

clarity and focus?




2
4
6
8
10

3. Is the essay effectively organized? Is there a 

sense of flow and a clear progression to the 
information that unfolds? Does the body of 

the paper constitute a direct, systematic 

development of the thesis statement? Are 

transitions between the various section clear?
2
4
6
8
10

II. Content/Research
4. Is there enough sound, thorough research presented?

Is the research of adequate depth? Are the sources
Broad and mature?



2
4
6
8
10
5. Is the essay of sufficient complexity and interest? 
Does it constitute an informed, thoughtful, and 

unified response to a focused and challenging question?

Is the essay well developed?


2
4
6
8
10

6. Does the writer employ a variety of strategies to 

present the research-including direct quotations and

paraphrase? Is the information skillfully incorporated? 

Is there a clear distinction between “research” and 
Student exposition? 



2
4
6
8
10

7. Has the writer successfully assimilated and personalized

the information? Is the writer’s own voice and

Perspective woven into the paper?

2
4
6
8
10
III. Style/Mechanics/Format

8. Evaluate the smoothness of sentence structure,

the flow of language-the style. 


2
4
6
8
10

9. Evaluate the correctness of writing-the spelling, 

Punctuation, neatness, etc. 


2
4
6
8
10

10. Does the writer correctly use “parenthetical 

Documentation.” & supply correct “Works 

Cited” pages. 




2
4
6
8
10

Overall Grade __________/100

Problem-Based Project Overview
During your research, your Project Team will undoubtedly discover information that prepares and enables you to complete the problem-based project. Don’t approach the Project with a rigid, sequential mindset (research, then paper, then problem, etc.); you must be ready to work simultaneously on the various components and implied tasks of the Project. To better prepare yourself to accomplish these simultaneous actions, conduct your research, writing, and discussions with an ever-present awareness of a series of questions, such as:

What problems or challenges are clearly present within or related to my topic?

Who or what is vulnerable to or impacted by these problems or challenges? 


Can these problems be solved or mitigated? What are possible solutions?

Which problems do we think our Project Team can help solve?

How can our Project team become part of a solution?
When you ask and begin to answer these questions through your research, you have already begun tackling your problem. Meet with Project Mentor; discuss your research; wrestle openly with you’re the big picture questions and answers. With your Mentor’s guidance, explore and seek the answers to specific, implementation-related questions and issues: What resources do I need?  Where can I get these resources? Who do I need to contact?  What help do I need? Your Project Team will begin the process with more questions than answers, and your collective and individual efforts will be required to change this balance. Your answers will overtake the questions, and these answers will become actions.
This Problem-Based Project aspect of your overall Project is the most challenging part of the Project; it may also be the most rewarding. Don’t delay starting work on the Problem –based Project, and don’t get overwhelmed. Keep the four basic requirements in mind: 
     Identify a specific challenge or problem;

     Determine or devise a solution or mitigation; 

     Implement your solution or mitigation;

     Evaluate your impact and effectiveness
Your Problem-Based Project should take you into the community.  If your Project Team has scheduled a time in the community during school hours, the Project Team will need to coordinate approval with Mr. Savona or Mr. May. You will also need to try to arrange for travel accommodations to and from these appointments.  

Documentary Overview
It is important that you document the entire Project process; you should keep a journal of detailed notes. Write down times, who you talk to, what you do, what the effect is, what steps are taken etc.  Take pictures and video along the way.  

A documentary film is a movie that attempts to document reality. Even though the scenes are carefully chosen and arranged, usually through editing after filming, they are not scripted and the people in the movie are not typically actors. Sometimes, a documentary film may rely on voice-over narration to describe what is happening in the footage; in other films, the images speak for themselves without commentary. A documentary often includes interviews with people in the film for additional context or information. 
Documentaries bring viewers into new worlds and experiences through the presentation of factual information about real people, places, and events. Generally, but not always portrayed through the use of actual images and artifacts. But factuality alone does not define documentary films; it's what the filmmaker does with those factual elements, weaving them into an overall narrative that strives to be as compelling as it is truthful. 
Your Project Team’s objective is to produce a five to seven minute video which documents your entire 8th Grade Project in an informative and creative way. The components that need to be included in the documentary are:

Brief overview of the information learned during your research.

The problem/challenge that your Project Team decided to address.

The process of determining or devising a solution.

How your Project Team implemented a solution.

A description of the impact that your solution has made. 

A list of websites which provide “how to” guidance for creating documentary videos would be impressive; an initial web search for “how to create a short documentary” yielded 70,900,000 results. Go explore what’s out there. Start early and document everything your do. Watching other documentaries may assist your Project Team in creating a unique, exciting, and informative documentary.
http://www.rock-your-world.org/curriculum/take-actions/producing-documentaries
http://www.desktop-documentaries.com/mini-documentary.html
http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Short-Documentary-Film-(Best-Techniques)
Documentary Rubric 
	CATEGORY 
	8-10
	6-7
	3-5
	1-2

	Content 
	Students create an original, accurate and interesting documentary that adequately covers the topic in an appropriate length of time.
	Students create an accurate documentary that adequately covers the topic in an appropriate length of time. 
	Students create an accurate documentary but it does not cover the topic the issue in an appropriate length of time. 
	The documentary is not accurate and not an appropriate length. 

	Creativity 
	Group’s project was very creative. Much attention was given to detail. Project was very interesting to watch.  
	Group’s project was creative. There was attention to detail. Project was interesting to watch.  
	Group’s project was not very creative. Little attention was given to details. Project was not very interesting to watch.  
	Group’s project was not creative. No attention to detail was given. Project was not interesting to watch.  

	Interviews
	Documentary features appropriate interviews which positively impact and speak directly to the topic of the film.
	Documentary features interviews which mostly correlate with the rest of the film 
	Documentary interviews may not correlate with the film or may not positively impact the production. 
	Documentary has no interview or interviews negatively impact the production. 

	Collaboration with Peers 
	It is evident that all peers participated in the documentary project.  
	It is evident that most of the peers participated in the documentary project.  
	It is evident that most of the work was done by one or two team members.  
	It is evident that there was no collaboration with peers.  

	Technical Production 
	Tone, voice, graphics, and visual images convey interest and enthusiasm. The presentation is clear and loud enough to be heard. Composition and technical production enhance the topic. 
	Tone, voice, graphics, and visual images frequently convey interest and enthusiasm. The presentation is clear and loud enough to be heard. Composition and technical production usually enhance the topic. 
	Tone, voice, graphics, and visual images frequently convey interest or enthusiasm. Most of the presentation is clear and loud enough to be heard. Composition and technical production sometimes distract from the topic. 
	Tone, voice, graphics, and visual images rarely convey interest or enthusiasm. The presentation is unclear and/or not loud enough. Composition and technical production absent or distract from the topic. 


Social Studies & Theology Exam Grade
	CATEGORY 
	Grade
	Notes/Explanations

	Documentary Rubric Grade (50%)
	
	

	Documentary Questioning

(15%)
	
	

	Peer Review

(25%)
	
	

	Attendance & Professionalism

(10%) 
	
	

	Total Grade

____/100
	
	


STUDENT PEER EVAULATION SHEET-Evaluate your Project Team members. This will be done confidentially. 

1 (rarely/never)     2 (occasionally/sometimes)     3 (all/most of the time)

List each Project Team member below:
In my opinion:____________________

Name:
___did fair share of work


___was cooperative/did agreed upon task


___contributed to ideas/planning

Comments:
___was available for communication


___was positive, helpful


___contributed to overall project success

Word describing this person as a Project Team member:

________________________________________________________________________

1 (rarely/never)     2 (occasionally/sometimes)     3 (all/most of the time)

List each Project Team member below:
In my opinion:____________________

Name:
___did fair share of work


___was cooperative/did agreed upon task


___contributed to ideas/planning

Comments:
___was available for communication


___was positive, helpful


___contributed to overall project success

Word describing this person as a Project Team member:

________________________________________________________________________

1 (rarely/never)     2 (occasionally/sometimes)     3 (all/most of the time)

List each Project Team member below:
In my opinion:____________________

Name:
___did fair share of work


___was cooperative/did agreed upon task


___contributed to ideas/planning

Comments:
___was available for communication


___was positive, helpful


___contributed to overall project success

Word describing this person as a Project Team member:
Alternative Energy Exploration


American Materialism


Bullying 


Energy Consumption


Environmentalism: responsible stewardship


Extremism in Society


Head Injury in Youth Sports


Healthcare in the US: a right or privilege?


Homelessness


Impact of Immediate Academic Feedback 


Infection Disease in a “Shrinking” World





Media Influence


Partisanship in US Government


Performance Enhancing Drugs


Racial Prejudice


Religious Tolerance


Role Models in Society


Security versus Personal Freedom


Social Media 


Teenage Health and Nutrition


The Economics of Fair Trade
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