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The Chuck Ealey Foundation is a non-profit organization that was 
established in 2010 as a mentoring program for elementary schools in 
Toledo.  St. John’s Jesuit High School students, as part of the Christian 
Service program, work at the elementary school level with young students at 
Rosary Cathedral, Queen of Apostles, Martin Luther King Academy, and 
Lake Erie Academy in Toledo.   

Each high school student serves as a mentor in a one-on-one relationship 
that helps the young student build his or her self-esteem.  Students meet 
with students during school hours once a week over a six-week period.  The 
young students are encouraged to develop qualities that are considered to be 
“undefeated” including eliminating negativity, and building determination, 
encouragement and endurance, focus and fortitude, equality, attitude, 
tenacity, education and discipline.

The Chuck Ealey Foundation is named for its founder.  Mr. Ealey, a 
native of Portsmouth, Ohio, was raised by a single mother.  He attended 
Notre Dame High School and as a star quarterback led his football team 
to 30 consecutive victories and a state championship. He was recruited as 
a quarterback to play for the University of Toledo where he dominated 
the field during an undefeated college career winning 35 straight games.  
Eligible for the NFL draft in January 1972, Mr. Ealey’s stellar record was 
not enough to earn him quarterback in any one of 26 pro teams.   

Disappointed, but “undefeated,” he was recruited by the Tiger Cats of 
Hamilton, Ontario, and went on to play seven seasons professionally as a 
quarterback with the Canadian Football League.

After his football career, Mr. Ealey went on to become a successful 
financial advisor and motivational speaker.  Now, his dream is to help 
children with potential through his foundation and a grassroots program 
called the Undefeated Spirit Pilot Program.

According to Mr. Ealey, all kids are at risk without the right information.  
“There are kids that show wonderful leadership qualities, but without 
fostering them along, they could go in the wrong direction.”

SJJ Christian Service Director Phil Skeldon serves as an educational 
advisor to the foundation along with Mrs. Shelley Jackson, A+ Learning 
Center Tutor, and Mrs. Mary Ann Ransey, 2020 Program Coordinator.   
All three help recruit student mentors for the program.   Mrs. Jackson and 
Mrs. Ransey helped to create the curriculum that the students use on their 
weekly visits.

“This is Chuck’s dream to give back to Toledo, a community that he values 
because of his successful collegiate career.  Chuck is a very humble man 
and  a wonderful role model.  He has worked hard to become a success.  He 
relates to young people who are struggling and he wants to provide them 
with additional support to keep them focused on success,” Mr. Skeldon said.  

SJJ Students Serve as Mentors for The Chuck Ealey Foundation
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GO
TITANS!
The Martindales

Tim ’84, Maureen, Molly,
Dan ’16, Mack and
Thomas Carr ’03

“It’s been a season of rebuilding for SJJ’s Wrestling Team,” said Head Coach 
Charlie Schoen ‘75. “We have been successful in recruiting new talent and 
retaining  wrestlers. We started out with 40 on the team and we’re rostering 
32, which isn’t bad.  We have attracted athletes from the Football and 
Lacrosse teams.   For the season, we’ve placed in the top third in most of our 
tournaments.  We finished fourth in the sectionals out of 10 teams.

“We’ve worked hard this season and had fun with the team.  We’re on track 
in building this team.  We’ve had an open door and welcomed anyone who 
expressed an interest in the sport.  We’re going in the right direction,”  Coach 
Schoen said.  Schoen wrestled for four years at SJJ and also wrestled in college at 
the University of Cincinnati and Michigan State University.

Three wrestlers qualified for the district championship which will be held on 
February 25 and 26 at  Ashland University.  Those competing at districts include  
Peter Krull ’13 in the 220 class,  Andrew Miller ’12 in the 132 class, and Ted 
Schoen ’12 in the 195 pound weight class.  Andrew Jewell  ‘15, an alternate in 
the 182 class,  will also wrestle in the district competition.  Other alternates 
include Andrew Bostdorff  ’13,  Will Happel ’13, and A.J. Rush ’13.

Wrestling Team Rebuilds with Titan Talent
Go Titans! Best of luck at districts!
For those interested in learning more about wrestling, Coach Schoen recommends 

SJJ Sports Camp in the Summer 2012.  Assistant Wrestling Coach Dennis Marzec 
will be one of the camp’s wrestling coaches.

Andrew Miller 

Arron O’Brien 

Matt Nichols 

Ted Schoen 
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WRESTLING ROSTER

Ted Schoen ’12 is 13ABC’s Athlete of the Week

Congratulations to Senior Wrestler Ted Schoen ’12 who was chosen as 
WTVG-TV 13ABC’s Athlete of the Week on Wednesday, February 22.  Ted, 
who has been wrestling since fourth grade, was interviewed by Steve Slivka ’02 
and his report aired on the 6 p.m. news.  

Ted, who wrestles in the 195 weight 
class, has a record of 37 wins and one 
loss.  According to Ted his one loss was 
to Indiana’s state champion.  Ted says he 
loves wrestling.  “I’m in the best shape of 
my  life and I’ve achieved a mental and 
physical toughness through the sport.”

When asked about Ted’s success, 
Coach Charlie Schoen ’75 said, “It’s 
simple, Ted’s determined and works hard.  
Hard work always pays off.”

Ted qualified for the district 
championship which will be held 
on February 25 and 26 at Ashland 
University.   After the wrestling season 
is over, Ted changes gears and is on SJJ’s 
Track and Field team where he competes 
in pole vaulting and shot put.  After 
graduating from SJJ in May,  Ted plans to attend the Ohio State University and 
major in engineering.

Ted is the son of Joe and Marcia Schoen.  He attended Christ the King 
Grade School. His brother, Kevin ‘10, was also an SJJ wrestler and state 
qualifier.  Best of luck at districts, Ted! If you missed Ted’s interview, go to 
www.13abc.com/athleteoftheweek.

Ted Schoen ’12
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We are SJ!

SWIM TEAM 
ROSTER
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The St.  John’s Jesuit swim season is winding 
down.  This year’s team has covered over 550,000 
yards in the water since the beginning of November. 
Dedication and discipline are important qualities on 
our team.  When many high school students were 
sleeping at 6 a.m., our swimmers were swimming. 
When others were enjoying their Christmas break, 
our team was practicing three hours a day.  The time 
that they have invested in swimming this season has 
paid off.  

The month of February is a time for champion-
ship meets. This season was the first ever for TRAC 
Championships.  The team placed third and had 
many exceptional individual showings.  Sophomore 
Diver Mitchell Layman ‘14 earned First Team 
honors.  Seven swimmers earned Second Team All 
League honors including: Seniors Adam Smale ‘12, 

Nate Baird ‘12, Eric Hipp ‘12, Mickey McGoldrick 
‘12, and Chase Cowell ‘12, and Juniors Solanus de la 
Serna ‘13, and Austin Lazenby ‘13.  

The team moved on to the district champion-
ships on February 17 at BGSU.  The 200 Medley 
relay team consisting of Solanus de la Serna, Adam 
Smale, Nate Baird, and Eric Hipp placed second 
overall and qualified for the state championship 
meet to be held on February 23 in Canton.  Seniors 
Eric Hipp (100 Fly) and Mickey McGoldrick (500 
Free) both placed second in their events and quali-
fied for the state championships.

Congratulations to all Titan swimmers on a job 
well done this season.  We are graduating nine 
Seniors this year and they will all be greatly missed 
next year.  Thank you for a wonderful four years.  

– Coach Joe Carroll ‘93 

Five SJJ Swimmers to Compete in
State Championship on February 23

On the champion’s platform receiving their second 
place medals for the 200 Medley Relay in the District 
Championship are (LtoR) Solanus DeLaSerna ’13, Nate 
Baird ’12, Eric Hipp ’12, and Adam Smale ’12.
They will go on to compete in the state championship on 
February 23 in Canton.



SJJA Lego Robotics earned a victory at the City 
of Toledo First Lego League (FLL)  competition 
on December 3 at the Toledo Technical Academy.  
This is the second time the team has earned a first 
place in the competition.   This year, the Titan team 
welcomed four new students from the St. Ursula 
Academy Middle School.   The win was rewarding 
for Coaches Carol Wedding and Vicki Kurtz who 
have coached the SJJA Lego team for four years. All 
SJJA/SUA Lego team members were new to the 
competition.   

The SJJA/SUA team was selected to represent 
the city as First Lego League Ambassadors.  
Ambassadors promote FLL at events that include 
the Ohio State Fair and Toledo’s Imagination 
Station. 

FLL is an international competition with four 
components. The first component is building and 
programming a robot that will solve missions on 
a playing field.  A mission may include grabbing 
an object and bringing it back to base.  The second 
component is a research project that ties into the 

competition theme.  The third component judges 
the team on how they work together.  Finally, the 
robot is judged on its design and creativity.   

The SUA Middle School, under the guidance of 

Science Teacher Lisa O’Leary Kuhl, spearheaded 
a research product using hydroponically-grown 
tomatoes.   The SUA team grew tomatoes from 
seeds.  Maumee Valley Growers’ Association, 
provided a grant for supplies.  Farmer Wade Smith 
lent the team LED grow lights.  Growing tomatoes 
from seeds is not easy.  The first set of plants died. 

According to Coach Kurtz, Lego Robotics at 
SJJA is a very popular club.  “It is very demanding, 
and takes  time.  The students who stick with FLL 
love it so much that even after they move on to 
high school, they stop back and check up on the 
progress the current team is making toward solving 
a mission.  In addition, former team members work 
with SJJA Science Teacher Dave Nichols to run 
the Lego Robotics summer camps.  The camps 
are among the first to fill up in the summer,” Mrs. 
Kurtz said.  

“For students who may be thinking of becoming 
engineers, it’s a great way to learn about how 
to design a project, build it, problem solve and 
hopefully, become successful,” Mrs. Kurtz said.  
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The SJJ/SUA Lego Robotics Team is all smiles after placing 
first including Lindsay Forche, Raven Fair, Johnny 
Kurtz '18, Karissa Machnicki, Faith Carroll, and Logan  
Brockway '18.  Not pictured:  Brad Rhegness'18 and Henry 
Brennan '17.

Academy Lego Robotics Team Wins Lego Competition



13SJJ Today • February 24, 2012 ACADEMY

  401 Adams Street • Toledo, Ohio 43604
419-255-0126

 
 Donald Mewhort III ’83 Neal M. Mahoney ’83
 President Vice President

 

 

NAGEEB AND SALAM
SWADE

GO TITANS!

Ernest S. Spohn, O.D.,LLC
Doctor of Optometry
10400 Fremont Pike

Perrysburg, Ohio
419-874-0590

Ernest S Spohn O D LLC
Best of Luck Titans!

SJJ Academy Stars in ‘The Fabulous 
Fable Factory’ on February 25 and 26

Sixteen Academy students are performing in The Campion Hall Players 
production of The Fabulous Fable Factory which opens on Saturday, February 25 at 
8 p.m.  and continues through Sunday, February 26 at 7 p.m. in SJJ’s McQuade 
Theater.  Admission is free. The play was written by Joseph Robinette.

According to Director Francis Carnicom ’95, the students are enjoying  every 
aspect of the play which is built around famous fables.  “When I teach allegory in 
the classroom, I always use fables as an example of a specific type. Students relate 
to the concept of an abstract story with a moral because our culture tends to code 
many of its valuable memories, lessons, and truths within stories.  I have had the 
pleasure of directing these hard working young men over the past two months and 
know the audience will enjoy the character Monroe’s attempt to ‘tag it with the 
truth,’ ”  he said.

Academy actors include Connor Long ’16, Fuad Abbas ’16, Aedan Martindale 
’16, Nate Marten ’17, Nick Dart ’16, Connor Przysiecki ’16, Gabe Winarski ’18, 
O’mmanuel Levesque-Lawrence ’17, Steffen McNerney ’18, Alex White ’17, Luke 
Tracz ’16, Michael Janson ’16, Alexander Lampkin ’17, Brad Rhegness ’18, Rory 
Heizelman ’17, and Johnny Kurtz ’18.

    Mr. Francis Carnicom ‘95 is the Director. Mrs. Barbara Trimble is the Assistant 
Director.  She is also responsible for costume design, construction. and props.  Set 
design is Mr. Brian Tittl and Mr. Steve Frushour.  Assistant to the Directors and 
Stage Manager is Joshua Irwin ‘16.  Brayden Manor ‘16 and Logan Brockway ‘16 
are in charge of lighting for the production. 
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~ Kate Savage ~

St. John’s Jesuit High School & Academy is 
pleased to announce that the 2012 Titan Weekend 
will kick off on Friday, July 20, with the 30th annual 
Alumni Golf Outing at our new venue, Brandywine 
Country Club.

This year’s Alumni Golf Outing will feature two 

Mark Your Calendars for Titan Weekend 2012

Jim Wheeler ’82 entertains fellow alumni at the cookout following the 2011 Titan Golf Outing at Whiteford.

separate flights, with the first flight teeing off at 
7:30 a.m. and the second flight following at 1:30 
p.m. Alumni will be able to catch up between 
rounds during lunch, which will be served from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Saturday’s festivities will get started with a Back 

to School Day and Family Picnic at SJJ. Later 
that evening, alumni receptions will begin with 
Mass, followed by dinner, drinks and dancing in 
the Carty Fox Commons. Classrooms will be set 
up for individual reunion classes to catch up with 
classmates and their significant others in a quieter 
setting.

Reunion committees are forming now, so if you are 
interested in helping out and planning your reunion, 
contact Nick Butler ’01, Director of Alumni Relations, 
at 419-865-5743, ext. 260 or nbutler@sjjtitans.org.
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Ayami Sato is a basketball enthusiast through and through, which comes 
as no surprise since she’s been playing the sport since she was a young girl 
growing up in Yokohama, Japan. So as her playing career was winding 
down, she looked for a way to continue being involved with the game she 
loved. 

After ruling out coaching, Ayami settled on a career in athletic training 
and came to America to pursue a college degree in her chosen field. She 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in athletic training from the University of 
Nebraska at Kearney in 2008 and then came to Toledo, where she attended 
the University of Toledo and worked as a graduate assistant at St. John’s 
Jesuit High School & Academy while studying for her Master’s degree in 
exercise science.

Ayami is currently in her fourth year as SJJ’s athletic trainer while also 
balancing a busy academic load at UT. She reports to St. John’s Jesuit each 
weekday around 1 p.m. to start prepping for students’ arrival in the training 
room after school. She goes home each night after that evening’s games or 
practices usually between 8-9 p.m.

Ayami can often be found at SJJ or game sites on weekends as well. 
“I love it,” Ayami said. “The kids, coaches and parents have all been very 

supportive. I’ve learned a lot in my time here.”
Ayami has become a familiar face to those involved with Titan athletics. 

Her positive attitude, tenacious work ethic and bright smile have made her 
a “fan favorite” with all those who come in contact with her.

“I try to be very easy to communicate with, especially for the kids,” 
Ayami said. “I want them to be honest with me and feel comfortable 
talking with me. At the same time, I have to be hard on them too. I don’t 
want them to socialize in here or get too comfortable being in the training 
room. My job is to get them back out on the court or the playing field.”

Spoken like a true team player.

SJJ Athletic Trainer is a 
Well-Known ‘Fan Favorite’

SJJ's Trainer Ayami Sato stretches Freshman Craig Mays '15 before basketball practice.

LtoR  Seniors Mark Brahier '12, Mike Pool '12, Mark Hajjar '12 and Cameron Conrad '12 
prepare for the all school rally before the basketball game against Central on February 24.

We Are SJ!
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